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Introductory Notes 
 

1. The original record on which this transcript is based is held in the Quaker 

collection within Inspire Nottinghamshire Archives (document reference 

NC/Q/3).  For information on other documents in the collection see: 
http://nawcat.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=NC+Q 

2. Early Quaker women's meetings evolved alongside men’s meetings, with their 

own areas of responsibility.  Rather than having oversight of decisions about 

theology and church organisation, women's meetings were mainly set up to 

play a supporting role for families and the poor (see G Shaw, 'The Inferior 

Parts of The Body ': The Development and Role of Women’s Meetings in the 

Early Quaker Movement, Quaker Studies 912, 2005). 

3. In the Trentside Women Friends Record Book, many of the entries are of a 

practical nature and are relatively prosaic.  Alongside this they reveal 

something of the surrounding 17-18th century social environment and the 

expectations placed on the lives of early Quakers.  Key points are laid out in 

numbered form on the first page of the record (see pages 2-3 of the transcript) 

and later pages include several descriptions of the practical outworking of 

these principles (see, for example, pages 7-9, 13, 20, 23, 32 of the transcript). 

4. Some of the entries are at a deeper level, concerning early Quaker faith 

experience, in particular descriptions of that direct encounter with the Divine 

which remains at the heart of Quaker spiritual life in the 21st century.  Some 

examples can be found on pages 17, 20, 23, 30, 32 and 34 of the transcript 

and one extract is reproduced on page 39, alongside the original text. 

5. Quakers traditionally used month numbers instead of names in their records, 

particularly in the 17th and early 18th centuries. This practice stemmed from a 

Quaker objection to month names derived from pagan deities.  Prior to the 

calendar change in Britain in 1752, the new year began on 25 March. This 

means in the Trentside Women’s Meeting records, March is considered the 

1st month and February, the 12th month of the year.  

6. In the transcript, place names have been capitalised and spelling made 

consistent in line with local modern usage, for example Besthorpe not 

Besthorp.  Proper names have also been capitalised and the spellings made 

consistent.  Otherwise spellings (including capitalisation), grammar and 

punctuation are intended to be as in the original document.   

7. In a very small number of sections of the text, pages or page edges have 

been damaged over time and words or letters are missing/illegible.  This is 

indicated, where relevant, in the transcript.  

8. Thanks go to Chris Rose and Nick Roulstone who accessed and 

photographed the original record from which the transcript has been made. 

9. Andrew West has a PhD in medieval history and career experience in higher 

education administration, management and leadership.  Now retired, he is a 

member of Newark Quaker Meeting.  Email - andrewwest@gmx.co.uk. 

 

March 2026 

http://nawcat.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=NC+Q
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A Book of Record for Women friends belonging to the trent side monthly 

meeting 1688 

 

The names of women friends belonging to the service of truth 

 

Jane Smith deceased 

Frances Cam deceased 

Mary Rogers deceased 

Jane Truswell deceased 

Elizabeth Priestly deceased 

Mary Swinsto deceased 

Mary Lilly deceased 

Faith Sturgis deceased 

Elizabeth Theaker 

Esther Cam 

Mary Noble deceased 

Mary Cam senior 

Mary Cam junior 

Roberta Parlby deceased 

Mary Calvert deceased 

Alice Burrows deceased 

Martha Smith 

Sarah Cam deceased 

Isabell Hoald deceased 

Mary Alcott deceased 

Mary Hanson deceased 

Mary Marshland 

Anne Woollin deceased 

Sarah Jalland deceased 

Elin Grant deceased 

 

Some heads drawn forth of the generall order of George Fox to be called over and 

examined every meeting and such to be taken notice of and exhorted that practice 

any such things 

 

1. If any walk not in the truth as in paying tithes or speaking you to a single 

person or putting of the hat to respect persons or drinking one to another in a 

common way with any other things which are not in the truth 

2. If any have been convinced and gone from the truth 

3. If any follow pleasures drunkenness gamings or is unfaithfull in their callings 

and dealings nor honest and just 

4. If any goes disorderly together in marriage 

5. If any goes to the priests to be married 

6. If any man or woman hunt after one another and then leaves one another and 

goes to others 
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7. If there be any evil speakers backbiters slanderers or foolish jesters and 

talkers 

8. If there be any taletarryers or railers that sows dissent 

9. If any differences be between friends to be speedily ended – all these things 

to be particularly examined 

 

The intention of marriage to be first declared at the mens meeting the man and the 

woman being both present or else a certificate from the woman and a certificate from 

parents and relations and then to be declared at the womens meeting and then at 

the mens meeting again so all things may be clear.  And the womens meeting to 

certify to every quarterly meeting of men friends confirming what is done before them 

 

Such as are poor and weak or wants employment to be looked after and relieved 

 

All exhortations and other proceedings to be recorded in order 

 

At the monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 7th of the 3rd month 1688 

Elizabeth Priestly and Mary Swinsto and Mary Lilly declared their willingness to join 

with friends in the service of truth (being made choice of) 

 

Mary Cam senior Roberta Parlby Mary Calvert Isabell Hoald Mary Cam junior Alice 

Burroughs was taken in with the consent and unity of the meeting 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 7th of the 3rd month 1688 

Thomas Harvy of Balderton and Alice Lamb of Barley both in the county of 

Nottingham declared their intentions to join together in marriage 

 

Received of men friends  0-10-0 

Given to Mary Roper by Elizabeth Priestly 0-3-0 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 11th of the 4th month 1688 

Thomas Harvey of Balderton and Alice Lamb of Barley both in the county of 

Nottingham declared their intention to join together in marriage And we find nothing 

but that they are both clear from all other persons upon the account of marriage And 

the said Thomas Harvy brought a certificate from the monthly meeting to which he 

belongs as followeth 

Dear friends this is to certify you that we have made inquiry concerning Thomas 

Harvy and find nothing but that he is clear from all other women in the respect of 

marriage Edward Snaith: Richard Pi (illegible) Stephen Hall: William Bur (illegible) 

John  

A certificate from Alice Lamb her mother and her brother viz 

This may satisfy whom it may concern that I Mary Lamb of Oxton do give my free 

consent that my daughter Alice shall take Thomas Harvy of Balderton to be her 

husband and I Thomas Lamb do give my free consent to the same and so I rest  

your friend in the truth Mary Lamb: Eliz: Briggs: Alice Shane John Oldam: Ann 

Oldam: Roberta Hind 
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Given to Mary Roper by Mary Swinsto 0-5-0 

Remaining in stock 0-2-0 

 

At the monthly meeting at Swinderby the 6th of the 6th month 1688 

Faith Sturgis manifested her willingness to join with friends in the service of truth and 

friends had unity with her 

 

At our monthly meeting at Swinderby the 6th of the 6th month 88 friends being met 

together found nothing to record. 

 

At our monthly meeting at Great Markham the 3rd of the 7th month 1688 friends being 

met together found nothing to record we had the last quarter meeting remaining in 

stock 0-2-0 which still remains in our hands 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 5th of the 9th month 1688 ordered that 

Elizabeth Priestly and Jane Truswell speak to Edward Wood and Winifred Buttrick to 

part, they having had something in their minds towards each other upon the account 

of marriage and it being contrary to the order of friends in the truth by reason of their 

affinity friends have not unity with it nor with their dwelling together, and to bring in 

their answer to the next monthly meeting 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 3rd of the 10th month 1688 Elizabeth Priestly and 

Jane Truswell having spoke to Edward Wood and Winifred Buttrick concerning their 

dwelling together their answer was, they was not satisfied to part and desired that 

friends would let them alone untill they found satisfaction in themselves And as to 

their taking each other they did not intend to go against friends minds though they 

had gone through much exercise but now they hoped they should get over it and in 

time things would be better with them, they was plainly dealt with, and the danger of 

their being together laid before them the enemie being so ready to present himself at 

such a time and they was pretty much kindred and said they remained friends and 

likewise said they thought the truth had not yet suffered by them no they hoped 

never should 

In stock and collections 2-0-2 

disburst about Mary Watsons house repairing and for helping her to flitt -5-0 

paid to Joseph Rogers upon the account of Elizabeth Buttler 0-5-0 

disb for the necessity of Thomas Eastwood 0-10-0 

disb for the necessity of Michael Embley 0-6-2 

Remaining in stock 0-14-0 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 4th of 12th month 1688 we met together and 

found things well Collected at both meetings 0 – 14 – 0 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 4th of the 1st month 1689 we met together and 

found little business except the collections which was at both meetings 0-12-6 

Given to Thomas Eastwood for his necessity 0-5-0 

Given for the necessity of Joseph Whales 0-10-0 
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Remains in stock 0-17-4 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 6th of the 3rd month 1689 Abraham Kent of 

Baltry in the county of York and Martha Raven of Great Markham in the county of 

Nottingham declared their intentions to join together in marriage and brought 

certificates from their parents and relations viz John Kent and his wife their certificate 

Dear Friends whereas our son Abraham hath made us privy to his design of joining 

in marriage with Martha Raven This is to certify you that wee do give our free 

consent desiring they may proceed according to the order of truth witness our hands 

John Kent Ruth Kent 

This may certify whom it may concern that I give my free consent that my daughter 

Martha may join in marriage with Abraham Kent: witness my hand Margaret Raven 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 8th of the 7th month 1690 Jane Truswell and 

Jane Smith spoke to Elizabeth Kellet of Great Markham and she confessed that 

there was something betwixt them but said she was clear from any engagement and 

that she is resolved not to marry except she can be fully satisfied that her husband is 

dead  And said she took it well that friends care was towards her  She was further 

advised to be careful how she carried herself towards him lest it should prove of ill 

consequence and being a scandal upon the truth and such as profess it 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 3rd 8th month 1690 Friends met together but had 

nothing to record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 1st 10th month 1690 not finding no outward 

business after a season departed 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 2nd of the 12th month 1690/1 Friends met together 

and found nothing to record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 2nd of 1st month 1690/1 we met together but 

found nothing to record 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 27th 2nd month 1691 Thomas Lamb of Oxton in 

the county of Nottingham and Mary Smith of Grassthorpe in the same county both 

declared their intentions to join together in marriage it being the first time 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 1st 4th month 1691 Thomas Lamb of Oxton 

declared his intention to join in marriage with Mary Smith of Grassthorpe and she by 

certificate declared the same her mother and sister being present gave their consent, 

And the said Thomas brought certificates from his relations and from friends at the 

monthly meeting to which he belongs as followeth.  This is to certify that I Mary 

Smith of Grassthorpe do intend to take Thomas Lamb to be my husband if the lord 

permit.  Mary Smith 

To Friends at the Trentside monthly meeting 
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Dear Friends this is to certify you that Thomas Lamb of Oxton declared his intention 

to take Mary Smith of Grassthorpe to wife, and we knowing nothing but that he is 

clear from all other women leaves it to your consideration for them to proceed as in 

the wisdom of god you shall see meet according to the order of truth And remains 

your friends Richard Kee John Oldam Richard Bateman Elizabeth Clay Anne Oldam 

From our monthly meeting at Farnsfield the 11th of the 3rd month 1691 

We whose names are here subscribed to certify to all whom it may concern that our 

unity is there with the marriage of Thomas Lamb of Oxton and Mary Smith of 

Grassthorpe witness our hands the 3rd of the 3rd month 1691 Elizabeth Bridge Alice 

Harvey Mary Lamb 

  

At our monthly meeting at Swinderby 3rd 6th 1691 ordered that Mary Snowdall and 

Frances Cam speak to Elizabeth Kellet again and bring in her answer to the next 

monthly meeting. 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 7th of 7th month 1691 Mary Snowdall and 

Frances Cam brought in the answer of Elizabeth Kellet which was she desired that 

friends should not trouble themselves with her for she intended to take Samuel Tebet 

to be her husband 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 2nd of 9th month 1691 Friends met together and 

waited upon the lord but found little outward business. 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 7th of 10th month 1691 Friends met together 

and waited upon the lord but found nothing of outward business. 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 1st of the 12th month 1691/2 Friends met together 

but found nothing of outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 7th of the 1st month 1691/2 Friends met 

together and took care about the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 2nd of 3rd month 1692 Friends met together and 

took account of the collections 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 6th 4th month 92 but found little outward 

business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby the 1st of 6th month 92 Richard Mountain of 

Boughton and Ann Arthur of Eakring both in the County of Nottingham declared their 

intentions of marriage it being the first time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 5th 7th month 1692 Richard Mountain of 

Boughton and Ann Arthur of Eakring both in the County of Nottingham declared their 

intentions of marriage being the second time and brought certificates from several 

relations as followeth and Edward being present gave his consent 
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These are to certify whom it may concern that I am willing, that my kinsman Richard 

Mountain should have Ann Arthur to be his wife witness my hand the 4th of the 7th 

month 1692 Hopper Mountain 

These are to certify whom it may concern, that I am willing, that my brother Richard 

Mountain should have Ann Arthur to be his wife witness my hand the 4th of the 7th 

month 1692 Mary Wright 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 7th of the 9th month 1692 Friends met together 

but had little outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 5th 10th month 1692 friends took account of the 

collections 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 6th 12th month 1692/3 friends took care about 

the poor and took account of the collections 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 7th 1st month 1692/3 friends took care about the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 8th 3rd month 1692 friends met together but had 

little outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 5th:4th month 1693 Friends met together and 

waited upon the lord and departed 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 7th 6th month 1693 Robert Horner and Hannah 

Eastwood both of Kersall in the parish of Kersall in the County of Nottingham 

declared their intentions to join together in marriage and Thomas Eastwood her 

father being present gave his consent 

And Robert Horner brought a certificate from his father as followeth 

This is to certify whom it may concern that I Theophilis Horner do willingly and 

voluntarily grant my consent to the marriage of my son with Thomas Eastwood’s 

daughter witness my hand Theophilis Horner 

Ordered that Jane Smith and Jane Truswell speak to Hannah Hurst of Cromwell 

concerning her keeping company with a man of the world in order to marriage 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby the 4th 7th month 1693 Robert Horner and 

Hannah Eastwood aforesaid declared their intentions of marriage the second time 

and friends finding nothing but that they are clear from all other leaves them to 

proceed according to the order of truth 

Jane Smith and Jane Truswell spake to Hannah Hurst and the first she was very 

close and hard and would say little but after some time she was more tender and 

seemed as though she would break off but said it would go very hard with her which 

way sooner it wont, saying he was a very civil man passing many others She was 

advised to have an eye to the truth which she had made a profession of and we 

hoped had had some sense of but if she hardened herself again if she did not know 

whether ever she might have another opportunity again or no she was asked if she 
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did not feel something in herself against it at which she broke forth into weeping yes 

or else she had him before now she was advised to keep to that which did improve 

her in heart and that would preserve her 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 6th 9th month 1693 friends met together but had 

little outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 4th 10th month 1693 friends met together but had little 

outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 5th of the 12th month 1693/4 friends met together but 

had little outward business  

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 5 of the 1st month 1693/4 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 7th 3rd month 1694 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord but had not much outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 4th of 4th month 1694 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 6th of 6th month 1694 friends met together but 

had not much business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 3rd of 7th month 1694 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord but had not much business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 5th of 9th month 1694 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 3rd of 10th month 1694 friends met together but had 

not much business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 4th of 13th month 1694/5 Edward Burk of Blyth 

in the County of Nottingham and Ruth Theaker of Sutton upon Trent in the same 

County declared their intentions of joining together in marriage and brought 

certificates from parents and relations viz 

Whereas our son Edward Burk hath acquainted us with his design of joining in 

marriage with Ruth Theaker this may certify whom it may concern that we his father 

and mother do give our free consent thereto Thomas Burk Ann Burk 

Whereas there is an intention of marriage betwixt our sister Ruth Theaker and 

Edward Burk this may satisfy whom it may concern that we do give our free consents 

thereto to witness our hand Jonathan Reckless Ann Reckless John Truswell Jane 

Truswell Elizabeth Theaker Mary Theaker  
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At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 4th of 1st month 1694/5 Edward Burk of Blyth in 

the County of Nottingham and Ruth Theaker of Sutton upon Trent declared their 

intentions of taking each other in marriage the 2nd time and we find nothing but they 

are clear from all others so leaves them to proceed as they in the wisdom of god 

seemed 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 6th of 3rd month 1695 ordered that 

Frances Cam and Janes Smith speak to Winifred Wood concerning her being 

overtaken with strong drink 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 3rd 4th month 1695 Jane Smith and Frances Cam 

gave an account that they had spoke to Winifred Wood concerning her disorderly 

walking and she said she was very sorry friends should have so much trouble upon 

her account and that she hoped they should never have occasion to come again – 

she was much laboured with and the danger of the thing laid before her if she did not 

repent she having caused the truth to be evil spoken of and the enemies of it to 

rejoice But upon fresh occasion (she still persisting in the same practice) it was 

ordered that Mary Snowdall and Jane Trusworth should speak to her again which 

they did and found her in a bad frame of spirit and very hard they was very plain with 

her and told her that friends must be forced to give out a testimony against her and 

likewise to take the meeting from their house which she seemingly was troubled at 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 5th of 6th month 1695 Joseph Woolin of North 

Collingham in the County of Nottingham and Naomie Crane of North Scarle in the 

County of Lincoln declared their intentions to join together in marriage and brought 

certificates from their parents and relations as followeth – Friends this is to satisfy all 

whom it may concern that we Thomas Crane and Elizabeth Crane do give our free 

consent that Joseph Woolin shall have our daughter Naomie to wife witness our 

hands 5th 6th month Thomas Crane Elizabeth Crane 

 

This may certify whom it may concern that I John Crane do give my free consent that 

Joseph Woolin shall have my sister Naomie to wife witness my hand John Crane 5th 

6th month 95 

 

This may certify whom it may concern that I Robert Woolin do give my free consent 

that my brother Joseph Woolin shall have Naomie Crane to wife witness my hand 

Robert Woolin 3rd 6th 95 

 

At our monthly meeting at Swinderby the 9th of 7th month 1695 Joseph Woolin and 

Naomie Crane aforesaid declared their intentions the second time to join together in 

marriage and we finding nothing but that they are clear from all others leaves them to 

proceed as they in the wisdom of god shall see meet 

 

At a monthly meeting in Grassthorpe the 4th of 9th month 1695 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Sutton 2nd of the 10th month 1695 Elizabeth Theaker 

declared her willingness to join with friends in the service of truth she being made 

choice of by friends 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 10th 12th month 1695/6 friends met together a season 

and waited upon the lord 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 2nd 1st month 1695/6 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 11th 3rd month 96 Steven Swinsto declared his 

intention to take Elizabeth Shepherdson to be his wife and she by certificate 

declared the same viz to take Steven Swinsto to be her husband 

Mary Noble declared her willingness to serve the truth 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 1st 4th month 96 Steven Swinsto of South 

Collingham in the County of Nottingham and Elizabeth Shepherdson of the same 

declared their intentions to join together in marriage the second time And we finding 

nothing against their clearness leaves them to proceed according to the order of 

truth  Here follows a certificate brought by them This is to satisfy whom it may 

concern that I Matthew Sheperdson of North Collingham in the County of Nottingham 

with my wife Elizabeth do give our free consent that our sister Elizabeth should take 

Steven Swinsto to be her husband – Matthew Sheperdson Elizabeth Sheperdson 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 3rd 6th month 1696 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord and found but little outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 7th 7th month 1696 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 2nd 9th month 1696 friends met together and waited 

upon the lord but found little outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 7th 10th month 96 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 1st of 12th month 96/7 friends met together and 

waited on the lord but had not much outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 1st of 1st month 97 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 10th 3rd month 1697 friends met together but had 

little outward business 
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At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 7th 4th month 97 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 5th of the 5th month 97 William Thompson of 

Nottingham and Elizabeth Theaker of Sutton upon Trent in the County of Nottingham 

declared their intentions to join together in marriage this being the first time 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 2nd of the 5th month 97 William Thompson 

and Elizabeth Theaker abovesaid declared their intentions of joining together in 

marriage the second time and having brought certificates from parents and relations 

concerned we find nothing but that they are clear from all others so leaves them to 

proceed as they in the wisdom of god shall see meet 

A certificate from the monthly meeting at Nottingham the 14th of the 4th month 97 

Dear Friends these may certify you that whereas our friend William Thompson hath 

declared his intention of marriage with Elizabeth Theaker and upon enquiry we find 

nothing but that he is clear from all other women having also showed us a certificate 

wherein his father and mother hath declared their free consent So we leave them 

wholly to proceed with you as you see meet according to the good order of truth and 

vests your friends and brethren in the service thereof 

John Harding James Fleming Benjamin Reckless Samuel Hunt John Johnson Georg 

Hopkinson Joseph Reckless Jonathan Newham Francis Tomlinson 

A certificate from his father and mother 

Whereas we understand that there is a marriage intended between our son William 

Thompson and Elizabeth Theaker of Sutton upon Trent in the County of Nottingham 

This is to certify all whom it may concern that we his father and mother do hereby 

freely give our consent thereto witness our hands this first day of June 1697 John 

Thompson Margaret Thompson 

 

This may certify all whom it may concern that whereas there is a marriage intended 

betwixt our sister Elizabeth Theaker of Sutton on Trent in the county of Nottingham 

and William Thompson of the town and county of the town of Nottingham we do 

freely give our consents witness our hands this 29th of the 4th month 1697 

Jonathan Reckless Anne Reckless John Truswell Jane Truswell Edward Burk Ruth 

Burk Mary Theaker 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 6th 7th month 97 Friends met together and took 

care of the poor and it was ordered that Frances Cam and Mary Rogers should 

speak to Jane Thorp for absenting herself from meetings 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 1st of the 9th month 1697 Friends met together and 

Frances Cam gave account that Jane Thorp was spoke to and her answer was that 

she had nothing against friends but she could not leave her business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 6th of 10th month 97 Friends met together but had 

not much outward business 
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At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 7th of 12th month John Pickering of North 

Collingham in the county of Nottingham and Mary Pye of Sutton in the same county 

came before us and declared their intentions of joining together in marriage this 

being the first time 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 7th of the 1st month 1698 John Pickering 

and Mary Pye aforesaid declared their intentions of joining together in marriage the 

second time and he brought a certificate from his father and her mother being 

present gave her consent and we finding nothing but they are clear from all others so 

leaves them to proceed according to the orders of truth 

At the same time it was ordered that Jane Smith and Jane Truswell should speak to 

Prissilla Marton concerning not going to the steeplehouse with children to be 

sprinkled 

 

Jane Smith and Jane Truswell did speak to Prissilla Marton and she had not much to 

say in her own behalf but said if we were ordered by Friends to speak to her they 

had cleared themselves and we had done our duty and we was like to leave it to her 

we exhorted her to be more faithfull to what the Lord had manifested to her and told 

her it was friends care to keep the truth clear and their love to her that if by any 

means they might be a strengthening to her and help her out of the snare which the 

enemie had entangled her in but could not find that she could (illegible) it so 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 4th of the 2nd month 98 Robert Roadley of North 

Scarle in the County of Lincoln and Phoebe Grimball of Swinderby in the same 

County came before us and declared their intentions of joining together in marriage it 

being the first time  

At the same time Joseph Woolin of North Collingham in the County of Nottingham 

declared his intention of marriage with Ann Sudbery of the same town and she by 

certificate declared the same 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 25th of the 2nd month 1698 Robert Roadley and 

Phoebe Grimball declared their intentions to join together in marriage and brought 

certificates from parents and relations as followeth this being the second time 

Dear friends whereas a marriage is intended if the Lord permits between Robert 

Roadley of North Scarle and our daughter Phoebe Grimball of Swinderby these are 

to certify you and all whom it may concern of our unity with them in this weighty 

concern and do give our free consent for them to accomplish it in the fear of god and 

hoping they will eye him in this their great undertaking is the earnest desire of your 

true friends Robert Grimball Mary Grimball  

 

Joseph Woollin and Ann Sudbury also declared their intentions to join together in 

marriage and brought certificates from relations as followeth it being the second time 

 

This may certify whom it may concern that we give our consent that Joseph Woollin 

shall have our sister Ann Sudbury to wife Thomas Corkshall Mary Batison 
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This may certify all whom it may concern that I give my consent that my brother 

Joseph Woollin have Ann Sudbury to wife – Robert Woollin 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 6th of the 4th month 98 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 1st 6th month 98 friends met together and waited 

on the lord but had not much outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 5th 78th month 98 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 7th 9th month 98 friends met together but had 

not much outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 5th 10th month 98 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 6th of 12th month 98 friends met together but had 

not much business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 6th of 1st month 1698/9 friends took care about 

the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 8th 3rd month 99 friends met together and waited 

upon the lord 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 5th 4th month 99 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 7th 6th month 99 friends met together and waited 

upon the lord 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 4th of 7th month 99 Mary Cam senior and Mary 

Cam junior both declared their willingness to serve the truth 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 6th of the 9th month 1699 Friends met together 

and having had a comfortable time together feeling the love of god to be shed 

abroad in our hearts care was taken of the poor and likewise that two should be 

ordered for each meeting to take inspection into friends faithfulness as to bearing a 

testimony against the observing of times and festival days and also to take care that 

friends that is convinced of the truth and have in some measure given up in 

obedience thereunto should set good examples to them that are young in plainness 

of apparel and furniture of houses that so the testimony of our ancient friends may 

not fall to the ground 
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At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 4th 10th month 99 friends met together and waited 

upon the lord and after being refreshed together took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 5th of the 12th month 1699/1700 friends met 

together and waited upon the lord but had not much outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 4th of 1st month 1699/1700 friends met 

together and after some time of waiting upon the lord for the renewings of his ancient 

love care was taken of the poor and of other things relating to Church affairs and 

friends here are generally of one mind as to the work of reformation and area willing 

to condescend one to another for the truth’s sake and for unity sake which we pray 

God to continue and increase amongst his people 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the first of the 2nd month 1700 Robert Harpern of 

Egmanton and Mary Ouldham of Kneesall both in the County of Nottingham declared 

their intentions to join together in marriage the first time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 6th of the 3rd month 1700 Robert Harpern and 

Mary Ouldham aforesaid declared their intentions to join together in marriage the 

said Mary having satisfied friends concerning what she intends to do for her children 

And finding nothing that they are clear from all others permitted them to proceed and 

care was taken of the poor 

 

The next monthly meeting was at Willoughby 3rd 4th month but was no outward 

business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby the 5th of the 6th month 1700 friends took care of 

the poor and other things relating to church affairs 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 9th of the 7th month 1700 friends met 

together rand waited upon the lord but had not much business save the usual care of 

the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 4th of the 9th month 1700 Friends met together 

and having upon their consideration several things relating to truths affairs found it 

needful to appoint two friends to speak to Mary Harpern of Kneesall concerning her 

children for letting them have so much liberty to get into the needless fashions of the 

world and likewise for observing festival times according to the custom of the world 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 2nd of the 10th month 1700 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

Frances Cam and Janes Smith hath speak to Mary Harpern and she seemed to 

clear herself concerning her children and said some things that some of them had 

got was without her knowledge, she was advised to have a care over them whilst 

they was under her tuition and as to their observing of times she had little to say to it, 
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but said she received friends love they was plain with her and showed her the 

needlessness of such customs 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 2nd of 12th month 1700/1 John Hopkinson of 

Mansfield and Ruth Marshland of Maplebeck both in the county of Nottingham 

declared their intentions to join together in marriage he brought certificates from his 

parents and relations and Ruth’s father being present gave his consent 

 

At a monthly meeting in Grassthorpe the 3rd of 1st month 1701 John Hopkinson came 

before us and declared his intention to take Ruth Marshland to wife and she by 

certificate declared her intention to take the said John to be her husband and the 

said John brought a certificate from Mansfield monthly meeting concerning his 

clearness and we being satisfied therewith left them to proceed according to the 

order of truth as they shall see meet 

 

At a monthly meeting Maplebeck the 5th of 3rd month 1701 friends met and waited 

upon the lord but had not much outward business 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 2nd of 4th month 1701 friends took account of the 

collections 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 4th 6th month 1701 friends took care of the poor. 

 

At a monthly meeting at Willoughby 2nd of 7th month 1701 friends took account of the 

collections and care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 3rd of 9th month 1701 friends met together and 

considered of things relating to truths affairs 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 1st 10th month 1701 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 12th of 11th month 1701/2 friends met together 

and considered of things relating to church affairs 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 2nd 12th month 1701/2 Joseph Mathon and 

Sarah Whittaker both of North Collingham declared their intentions to join together in 

marriage his father being present gave his consent a certificate was brought from her 

uncle 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 2nd of 1st month 1701/2 Joseph Mathon and 

Sarah Whittaker declared their intentions to join together in marriage the 2nd time and 

friends being satisfied with their proceedings leaves them to proceed to accomplish 

their intended marriage as they see meet 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 5th of 3rd month 1702 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord but had not much business 
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At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 1st of 4th month 1702 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Willoughby 3rd 6th month 1702 William Smith and Martha 

Cam both of Maplebeck in the County of Nottingham declared their intentions to join 

together in marriage having the consent of parents and relations concerned 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 7th 7th month 1702  William Smith and Martha 

Cam declared their intentions to join together in marriage 2nd time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 1st 9th month 1702 friends met together and waited 

on the lord but had not much business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 7th 10th month 1702 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 1st of the 12th month 1702/3 George Hanson of 

North Muskham and Mary Cam both of the County of Nottingham declared their 

intentions to join together in marriage and George Cam her father being present 

gave his consent 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 1st of the 1st month 1702/3 George Hanson and 

Mary Cam declared their intention to join together in marriage it being the second 

time and brought certificates from parents and relations as follows 

This is to certify you that I Richard Hanson the father of George Hanson am very 

willing that he shall take Mary Cam the daughter of George Cam to wife.  Richard 

Hanson feb the 28th 1702/3 

Friends this is to satisfy you that I Mary Snowdall do give my consent that George 

Hanson shall take his friend Mary Cam to wife 

This may signify to you that I do not only give my free consent that our friend George 

Hanson shall take our daughter Mary Cam to wife but I also have good unity with it 

and am in hopes as their eyes are single and their hearts are kept tender towards 

god things will go well with them so in pure love I rest your friend Ester Cam 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 25th of the 2nd month 1703 friends met 

together and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 7th of the 4th month 1703 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord who was graciously pleased to appear to the refreshing 

and comforting our souls together, and care was taken of the poor 

Elizabeth Priestly and Jane Truswell was ordered to speak to Mary Harpern 

concerning her children not committing to meetings and to advise her to keep them 

to a plain and modest dress as beseems her profession, And also to be assistant to 

men friends in order to reconcile John Marthon junior to Sarah his wife 
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Mary Harpern was spoke to and her answer was that she kindly accepted friends 

love and care to her and was very tender and said she endeavoured to bring them to 

meetings and also keep them low in their dress  

John Marthon junior and Sarah his wife was much laboured with and we hope our 

labour was not in vain, they seemed to be willing to bear one with another and to 

forgive what was past 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby the 2nd of the 6th month 1703 Friends met 

together and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Willoughby 6th of the 7th month 1703 friends met together 

and waited on the lord who was graciously pleased to appear amongst us to our 

great comfort and refreshment and care was taken of the poor 

Martha Smith and Sarah the daughter of George Cam being made choice of by 

friends, declared their willingness to join with friends in the service of truth 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 1st of the 9th month 1703 Friends met together 

and waited on the lord 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 6th of the 10th month 1703 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 7th of the 12th month 1703 friends met together and 

considered of things relating to truths affairs and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 6th of 1st month 1703/4 friends met together 

and waited on the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 5th of the 4th month 1704 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord who did wonderfully appear to the great comfort and 

refreshment of the souls of those that were truly bared before him and whose desires 

was sincerely to him for the enjoyment of his life giving presence which is more 

prized and valued by a remnant than all outward joys and delights whatsoever, And 

this we think meet, sometimes to make mention of in our records, that others which 

may surround us may be encouraged and stirred up to diligence in waiting upon god 

that they may see how good he is and in a sense of his goodness things relating to 

church affairs are discoursed of and Jane Smith and Jane Truswell was ordered to 

visit John Pickering and his wife and mother and make enquiry of them how things 

was amongst them relating to the differences which hath been a dishonour to the 

truth they make a profession of 

At this meeting Mary Alcock Mary Hanson and Mary Marshland being made choice 

of signified their willingness and freedom to join with friends in the service of truth 

and care was taken of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Swinderby the 7th of 6th month 1704 friends met together 

and according to our usual manner waited upon the lord to feel assistance from him 
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in our undertakings and after being comforted together care was taken of the poor 

and divers things relating to the affairs of truth was spoken of, And Jane Smith and 

Jane Truswell gave an account that they had been with John Pickering and his wife 

and mother and found things not so well as they could have desired but they 

promised amendment for the future and said they hoped friends should never hear of 

such things again, Ann Woollin and Sarah Jolland signified their freedom to join with 

friends in the service of truth being made choice of 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby 4th 7th month 1704 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord whose comforting presence attended us and care was taken of 

the poor and other things discourst about the affairs of truth 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 6th of 9th month 1704 Friends waited on the 

lord and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 4th of the 10th month 1704 Friends met together 

and waited on the lord and afterward considered of truth’s affairs 

Jane Smith and Jane Truswell and Isabell Heald was ordered to visit William 

Cropper and his daughters and to enquire of them how it was with them and to give 

them five shillings for their present supply which was kindly accepted as friends love 

but hoped for the future to endeavour as much as they could not to be chargeable to 

friends 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 5th of 12th month 1704/5 friends met together and 

waited on the lord who was graciously pleased to appear to the comforting and 

overcoming the hearts of those that truly depends upon him, and afterwards care 

was taken of the poor. 

Jane Truswell and Elizabeth Smith was ordered to speak to Katheren Tary and let 

her know that if she had a mind to leave her son and daughter and could get another 

place to her satisfaction friends would be assistant to her for a livelihood 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 5th of the 1st month 1705 friends met together 

and waited on the lord who did wonderfully break in upon us (after some time of 

sitting together in much poverty of spirit) to the breaking of our hearts and tendering 

our spirits before him and care was taken of the poor 

Jane Truswell and Elzabeth Smith gave an account that they had spoke to KT but 

she was not wiling to leave her son and daughter and they was exhorted not to 

provoke one another to anger but to bear and forbear one another both for their own 

good and for truths sake 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 7th 3rd month 1705 friends waited upon the lord 

for divine assistance and ability from him, who was witnessed to be a well of living 

water and as a river whose streams refresh the whole city of god and after being 

comforted together something was considered relating to church affairs and Esther 

Cam and Jane Truswell was ordered to speak to Mary Sheperdson of North 
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Collingham concerning her disorderly walking first in going to a priest to be married 

2nd in bringing forth a child sooner than the usual time after marriage 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 4th of 4th month 1705 friends met together 

and took care of the poor.  Esther Cam and Jane Truswell spoke to Mary 

Shepherdson and she seemed a little hard at the first and spoke as if her child was 

born before the time but when things was brought close she fell and truth came over 

her and she was broken into tenderness and acknowledged she had done wickedly 

and brought great troubles and grievous shame upon her so that she was ashamed 

to appear amongst us and said she was glad that friends was concerned for her it 

was some encouragement to her and gave her some hope that the lord had not 

wholly rejected her which sometimes she was ready to fear  And much desired the 

lord would give her a place of repentance and desired the prayers of faithful friends 

might be for her  She was tenderly advised to keep to her exercise which at times 

she had felt to come with sorrow upon her and to have a care of an easeful spirit 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby the 6th of the 6th month 1705 friends met 

together and waited on the lord and then took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Swinderby 3rd of 7th month 1705 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 5th of the 9th month 1705 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord and took care of the poor and a weighty concern was upon the 

minds of some for the prosperity of truth and it was desired and unanimously agreed 

unto that friends be careful to bear a faithful testimony against the world’s ways and 

customs in all things that is not consistent with the truth and that we watch over one 

another in love and advise and reprove one another in the spirit of meekness that so 

the strong may take the weak by the hand and we may be helpful one to another and 

strengthen and build up one another in the most holy faith 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 3rd of 10th month 1705 friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at (corrected and illegible word) 4th of 12th month 1705 

friends met together and waited upon the Lord but had not much outward business 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 4th of the 1st month 1706 friends met 

together and after being comforted and refreshed in their spirits care was taken of 

the poor and Mary Snowdall and Esther Camm was ordered speak to Rachel Noble 

concerning her loose carriages and disorderly walking, and Jane Truswell and Esther 

Camm was ordered to visit Mary Shepherdson and inquire how it is with her 

 

Esther Camm and Jane Truswell gave an account to friends that they went to visit 

Mary Shepherdson and found her in a pretty low tender frame of mind and made 

known lodgements of friends care and love to her but said nothing of giving any 
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testimony publickly against that spirit which led her to disobey the truth and in 

tenderness to her husband which she saith is much reformed and hath a great love 

to the truth and friends we are willing to forbear and hath hopes that the Lord will be 

merciful and upon their return will forgive them which she was tenderly advised to 

and our desires is that they may seek the Lord with their whole hearts 

 

At our monthly meeting at Barlow 6th of 3rd month 1706 friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord and then took care of the poor.  Mary Snowdall being not well, 

Esther Camm and Martha Smith spoke to Rachel Nobel and advised her to be more 

circumspect and careful in her conversation and not waste her fathers substance.  

She had not much to say in her own behalf but promised amendment for the future 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 3rd of 4th month 1706 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 5th of 6th month 1706 friends met together and 

according to their usual manner waited upon the Lord and then took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby 2 of 7th 1706 friends met together and waited 

upon the Lord who did graciously appear to the comforting and overcoming of the 

hearts of the those that was truly poor in spirit so that they was made glad in the 

Lord and to rejoice in God their Saviour and afterwards care was taken of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 4th of 9th month 1706 friends met together and took 

care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 2 of 10th month 1706 friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord and being comforted together care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 3rd of the 12th month 1706 John Marriot of 

Mansfield and Sarah Cam of Willoughby declared their intentions to join together in 

marriage and John Marriot brought a certificate from his mother and brother and 

sisters, And Sarah’s father and mother being present gave their consent.  And also a 

certificate from friends at their monthly meeting at Mansfield concerning their 

clearness from others 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 3rd of 1st month 1707 John Marriot and 

Sarah Cam declared their intentions to join together in marriage the second time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Bathley the 5th of 3rd month 1707 friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord who did blessedly appear to the comforting of them that 

mourned for want of him, and then care was taken of the poor and other things 

relating to church affairs 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 2nd of 4th month 1707 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor and Jane Truswell and 
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Isabel Heald gave an account that they had been to visit Susana Coal of Besthorpe 

being desired by friends which she took kindly and said there was nothing in her 

mind against any friend that hindered her coming to meeting and seemed to have 

much love to friends but complained of her own weakness and some other things 

which we thought was not sufficient excuse for her she was exhorted to faithfulness 

to what the Lord had manifested to her 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 4th of 6 month 1707 friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord and then care was taken of the poor and John Guest of East 

Redford and Ann Truswell of Sutton upon Trent both in the County of Nottingham 

came before us and declared their intentions of joining together in marriage   

Likewise Richard Alcock of Weston and Ruth Noble of Kersall both in the county of 

Nottingham came before us and declared their intentions of marriage 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby the 25th of the 6th month 1707 friends met 

together and waited upon the Lord who did blessedly appear to them that truly 

wanted him and after being comforted together care was taken of the poor and the 

abovesaid John Guest and Ann Truswell came before us and declared their 

intentions of marriage the second time and John brought certificates from his parents 

and from Blyth monthly meeting of his clearness and Ann’s uncle being present gave 

his consent so that all things was found clear and they left to proceed according to 

the good order of truth 

Richard Alcock and Ruth Noble came before us and declared their intentions of 

joining together in marriage the second time and Richard brought a certificate from 

his parents and her father being present gave his consent so that all things was 

found clear and they left to proceed according to the order of truth 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 3rd of 9th month 1707 friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord and then care was taken of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 1st of 10th month 1707 Friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord and was comforted together feeling of his goodness conveyed 

to their souls which always is joy to the upright in heart and then care was taken of 

the poor and some other things relating to Church affairs 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 2nd of 12th month 1707/8 friends met 

together and waited upon the lord for a time and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 1st of the 1st month 1708 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Bathley the 10th of the 3rd month 1708 friends took care of 

the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 7 of 4th month 1708 friends met together but 

had not much business but care of the poor 
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At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 2nd of 6th month 1708 care was taken of the 

poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby the 6th of the 7th month 1708 Walt Herd of 

Bicker in the County of Lincoln and Alice Borroughs of Holme in the County of 

Nottingham declared their intentions to join together in marriage if god permit, it 

being the first time 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 1st of 9th month 1708 Walt Herd of Bicker 

in the County of Lincoln and Alice Borroughs of Holme in the County of Nottingham 

declared their intentions to join together in marriage being the second time and he 

brought a certificate from the monthly meeting at Spalding and she had her mother’s 

consent 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 6th of the 10th month 1708 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 7th of 12th month 1708/9 friends met together and 

waited on the lord but had not much business but care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 7th 1st month 1709 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Bathley 25th of 2nd month 1709 friends met together and 

waited on the lord and so departed 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 6th of 4th month 1709 friends met together and 

took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 1st of the 6th month 1709 friends met together 

and waited on the lord.  John Jackson of Little Greenley in the County of Nottingham 

and Ruth Cam of Willoughby in the parish of Walesby in the same County declared 

their intentions to join together in marriage if the lord permit 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby the 5th of the 7th month 1709 friends took care 

of the poor 

John Jackson of Little Greenley and Ruth Cam aforesaid declared their intentions to 

join together in marriage and having brought certificates from their parents to our 

satisfaction we leave them to proceed as in the wisdom of god they shall see meet. 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 7th of 9th month 1709 friends met together and 

waited on the lord and so departed not having much business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 5th of the 10th month 1709 we took care of the 

poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 6th of the 12th month 1709 friends met 

together and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 6th of the 1st month 1709 (should be 1710) 

friends met together and took care about the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Bathley the 8th of the 3rd month 1710 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 5th of the 4th month 1710 friends met 

together and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Collingham 3rd of the 5th month 1710 Thomas Adam of 

Newell Grange in the County of York and Jane West of Sutton upon Trent in the 

County of Nottingham declared their intention to join together in marriage if the lord 

permit, it being the first time 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck 7th of 6th month 1710 Thomas Adam and Jane 

West aforesaid declared their intention to join together in marriage the 2nd time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Willoughby the 4th of 7th month 1710 friends met together 

and waited on the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 6th of the 9th month 1710  Friends met together 

and waited upon the lord who was pleased to appear to the comforting and 

refreshing of our souls so that we was made to praise him that lives for ever whose 

care is continued over his flock and his delight is to do them good that stands ready 

to receive from him  And having had a sobering season together, care was taken of 

the poor and other church affairs and Elizabeth Smith and Ruth Alcock was ordered 

to speak to John Pickering and his wife and mother about their differing one with 

another so that they bring a reproach upon the truth they make profession of 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 4th of the 10th month 1710 Friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and enjoyed comfortable time together from him in whom 

all our fresh springs are.  And care was taken of the poor and Elizabeth Smith gave 

account that John Pickering and his wife and mother was spoken to and plainly dealt 

withall and told that if they did persist in such disorderly living friends must be forced 

to disown them and their mother desired that friends would forbear a little and she 

hoped things would be better 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 5th of the 12th month 1710 friends met 

together and waited on the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 5th of the 1st month 1711 friends met 

together and took care of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Bathley the 7th of the 3rd month 1711 Joseph Woolin and 

Elizabeth Fisher both of North Collingham declared their intentions of joining 

together in marriage if god permit 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck 4th of the 4th month 1711 Joseph Woolin and 

Elizabeth Fisher both of North Collingham declared their intentions to join together in 

marriage if god permit, and brought a certificate from her father and mother as 

followeth 

This is to certify to whom it may concern that we do freely give our consent that 

Joseph Woolin shall have our daughter Elizabeth to wife witness our hand this 

second day of the 3rd month 1711 William Fisher Ann Fisher 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 6th of the 6th month 1711 Thomas Haselhurst 

of Hackenthorpe in the County of Derby and Mary Heald of Sutton upon Trent in the 

County of Nottingham declared their intentions to join together in marriage if god 

permit and Thomas brought a certificate from his father and mother and Mary’s 

mother being present gave her consent 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby the 10th of the 7th month 1711 the aforesaid 

Thomas Haselhurst and Mary Heald declared their intentions to join together in 

marriage if god permit and Thomas brought a certificate from their monthly meeting 

at Warmsworth concerning his clearness this being the 2nd time and we finding 

nothing but they are clear from all others leave them to accomplish their intentions 

when they shall see meet 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton 5th of the 9th month 1711 friends met together and 

took care about the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton 3rd of the 10th month 1711 friends met together and 

waited on the lord and took care of the poor  Isabell Heald and Elizabeth Smith was 

ordered to go to visit John Pickering’s family and to see how it was with them and to 

advise them to keep their children to business and keep their authority over them 

before they grow too stiff necked 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 4th of the 12th month 1711 Anthony Wright of 

Leak in the County of Lincoln and Sarah Cam of Maplebeck in the County of 

Nottingham declared their intentions to join together in marriage and Sarah’s mother 

sent a certificate concerning her willingness  John Witham of Grassthorpe and Ruth 

Gray of East Drayton both in the County of Nottingham declared their intentions to 

join together in marriage 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 3rd of the first month 1712 Anthony Wright of 

Leak in the County of Lincoln and Sarah Cam of Maplebeck declared their intentions 

to join together in marriage the second time 



25 
 

Joseph Ingram of Ormsby in the County of Lincoln and Martha Cam of Willoughby in 

the parish of Walesby in the County of Nottingham declared their intentions to join 

together in marriage, Martha’s parents being present gave their consent  Joseph 

Walsh of Long Bennington in the County of Lincoln and Judith Cam of Willoughby in 

the County of Nottingham declared their intentions to join together in marriage, 

Judith’s parents being present gave their consent   

 

At a monthly meeting at Willoughby 28th of the 2nd month 1712 the aforesaid Joseph 

Ingram and Martha Cam declared their intentions to join together in marriage and 

Joseph brought a certificate from the monthly meeting at Partney Mill this being the 

second time   

Joseph Walsh and Judith Cam aforesaid declared their intentions to join together in 

marriage and Joseph Walsh brought a certificate from the monthly meeting at 

Waddington it being the second time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Bathley the 2nd of the 4th month 1712 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 7th of the 6th month 1712 Friends met 

together and waited on the Lord and took care of some business as came before 

them  Esther and Mary Cam spoke to Ann Hawson and her answer was that she 

owned friends love but would not satisfy them whether she intended to have the man 

or not 

 

At a monthly meeting at Willoughby the 8th of the 7th month 1712 friends met 

together and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Collingham the 6th of the 8th month 1712 friends met 

together and waited on the lord 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 3rd of the 9th month 1712 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord who was pleased to appear amongst us and gave us a 

comfortable time together and care was taken of the poor and other church affairs 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 1st of the 10th month 1712 friends met together 

and Samuel Machon and Elizabeth Webster of Kneesall came before us and 

declared their intentions to join together in marriage which we permitted 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 5th of the 11th month 1712/13 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 2nd of the 12th month 1712/13 friends met 

together and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe the 2nd of the first month 1713 friends met 

together and took care of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Collingham 6th of 2nd month 1713 friends met together to 

wait upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Bathley the 5th of the 3rd month 1713 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 3rd of the 6th month 1713 friends met 

together and waited on the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby the 7th of the 7th month 1713 friends waited on 

the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Sutton the 2nd of the 9th month 1713 friends met together 

and waited on the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Sutton the 7th of the 10th month 1713 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 7th of the 12th month 1713 friends met 

together and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Grassthorpe 1st of the 1st month 1713 (1714) friends met 

together and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Willoughby the 4th of 3rd month 1714 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and then care was taken of the poor and James Archer of 

Garthorpe in the County of Lincoln and Mary Smith of Collingham in the County of 

Nottingham declared their intentions to join together in marriage if god permit it being 

the first time 

 

At a monthly meeting in Maplebeck the 8th of the 4th month 1714 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor.  James Archer of Garthorpe in 

the County of Lincoln and Mary Smith of North Collingham in the County of 

Notingham declared their intentions of marrying with each other and James Archer 

bringing with him a certificate from his father and mother signifying their willingness 

to the same and also a certificate from a monthly meeting at Broughton this being 

the second time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Maplebeck the 1st of the 6th month 1714 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor and Richard Lombard of Blyth 

and Mary Ellis of Caunton both in the County of Nottingham declared their intentions 

of marrying with each other if god permit it being first time 

 

At a monthly meeting at North Collingham the 6th of 7th month 1714 friends met 

together and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor.  Richard Lombard of 
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Blyth in the County of Nottingham and Mary Ellis of Caunton in the County aforesaid 

did declare their intentions of marriage this being the second time and the said Mary 

Ellis’s father being there gave his consent and Richard Lombard having a certificate 

from his father and mother and also from the monthly meeting whereto he doth 

belong which are as followeth, friends these may certify you that it is with our 

consent that our son proceed in marriage with Mary Ellis, Robert Lombard, Mary 

Lombard Whereas Richard Lombard a friend of our meeting has a second time 

signified his intentions of marriage with Mary Ellis a friend of your meeting and 

inquiry being made find nothing but that he is clear from all other women on that 

account and that his conversation amongst us is orderly and according to truth 

signed on behalf of our monthly meeting held at Clarbrough the ninth day of the sixth 

month 1714, John Hudson, John Rogers, Edward Buck 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the first of the 9th month 1714 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the sixth of the 10th month 1714 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the 12th month 1714 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the 1st month 1715 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall 25th of the 2nd month 1715 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 4th month 1715 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord having a comfortable season together; care was taken of 

the poor.  John Burton of Partney Mill in the County of Lincoln and Ruth Smith of 

North Collingham in the County of Nottingham declared their intentions of joining 

together in marriage if the lord permit  The fathers of both parties being present gave 

their consent it being the first time 

 

At a monthly meeting at North Collingham 24th of the 4th month 1715 friends met 

together and waited upon the lord and took care of what business came before them 

The abovesaid John Burton and Ruth Smith signified the continuation of their 

intentions and the said John’s father and Ruth’s father and mother being present 

gave their consent and said John Burton brought with him a certificate from their 

monthly meeting at Partney Mill which was of 9th of the 4th month 1715 which did 

signify his clearness from other women and that his conversation is according to 

truth, this being the second time he hath signified his intentions  

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the first of the 6th month 1715 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord taking care of the poor and of what business came before 



28 
 

them  John Ellis of Caunton and Hannah Cam of Maplebeck both of the County of 

Nottingham declared their intentions of joining together in marriage if the lord permit 

this being the first time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of 7th month 1715 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord and took care of the poor and of such business as came before 

them  The abovesaid John Ellis and Hannah Cam appeared at this our meeting 

wherein they did signify the continuation of their aforesaid intentions of joining in 

marriage if the lord permit this being the second time inquiry being made are found 

clear from all others on that account also having consent of parties concerned the 

said Hannah Camm having a certificate from her mother which is as followeth  This 

is to certify whom it may concern that I Frances Camm do give my free consent that 

my daughter Hannah Camm may be joined in marriage with John Ellis if you the 

members of our monthly meeting have unity with the same so in that love that 

desires the welfare of all I take my leave of you at this time who am your ever loving 

friend and sister in the truth, Frances Camm 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of 9th month 1715 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord taking care of the poor 

Roger Nobel appeared at this our said meeting wherein he signified his intention of 

taking Elizabeth Sampson to wife this being the last time and the said intentions 

being left to the monthly meeting whereto the said Elizabeth Sampson do now 

belong and the parties all present consent to complete their aforesaid intentions as in 

the wisdom of god and good order of truth is found meet 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 10th month 1715 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 12th month 1715 friends met together 

and waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall 5th of the 1st month 1716 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall 7th of 3rd month 1716 friends met together and 

waited upon the lord witnessing the good presence of the lord to be plentifully shed 

abroad amongst us after which season of love care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 4th month 1716 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of 6th month 1716 Friends met together and 

waited upon the Lord and care taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 7th month 1716 Friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 9th month 1716 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 10th month 1716 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 1st month 1717 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 3rd month 1717 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 4th month 1717 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 6th month 1717 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 9th of the 7th month 1717 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the 9th month 1717 friends met together 

after their usual manner to wait upon God and care being taken of the poor.  Joseph 

Cam of Kersall in the parish of Kneesal in the County of Nottingham declared his 

intention of taking to wife Sarah Good of Ranby in the County of Lincoln. The 

signifying of same by certificate if the Lord permit this being the first time of declaring 

their said intentions 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 2nd of the 10th month 1717 Friends met together 

to wait upon God and Joseph Cam declared the second time his intention of taking 

his friend Sarah Good to be his wife if the Lord permit The signifying of same by 

certificate having a certificate from her father and mother as followeth we George 

and Elizabeth Good do give our consent that Joseph Cam shall take to wife our 

daughter Sarah Good.  Given from under our hands George and Elizabeth Good 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 12th month 1717/18 friends after their 

usual manner sat down together to wait upon the Lord and care being taken of the 

poor having nothing more material to record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 1st month 1718 friends met together to 

wait upon god care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 3rd month 1718 friends met together 

and waited upon god care being taken of the poor nothing more being material to 

record 
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At our monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 6th month 1718 Friends met together 

to wait upon god and care was taken of the poor having nothing more material to 

record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 8th of the 7th month 1718 friends met together to 

wait upon god care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 9th month 1718 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor.  William Doncaster of 

Maplebeck in the County of Nottingham declared his intention of taking to wife 

Joanna Clare of Burton upon Trent in the County of Stafford the signifying the same 

by certificate the said Joanna’s father and mother sent their certificate which is as 

follows This is to certify friends belonging to Maplebeck meeting that we Daniel and 

Mary Clare of Burton upon Trent in the County of Stafford do give our consent to our 

daughter Joanna Clare may join in marriage with William Doncaster one of your 

meeting witness our hands Daniel and Mary Clare 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 1st of the 10th month 1718 friends met together to 

wait upon god and care was taken of the poor  William Doncaster of Maplebeck did 

declare his intention of taking Joanna Clare to wife if the lord permit this being the 

second time   

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall 2nd of the 12th month 1718/19 friends according to 

their usual manner met together to wait upon the Lord, care being taken of the poor 

there being nothing of material to record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 27th of the second month 1719 Friends met 

together to wait upon God care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the first of the 4th month 1719 Friends met together 

to wait upon God care being taken of the poor there being nothing of material to 

record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 6th month 1719 friends met together to 

wait upon God care being taken of the poor there being nothing else material to 

record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the 7th month 1719 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 2nd of the 9th month 1719 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 10th month 1719 friends met together to 

wait upon the lord and care taken of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 1st of the 12th month 1719 friends met together to 

wait upon the lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the first month 1719/20 friends met 

together as usual to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor.  Mary Johnson 

and Mary Hind having done contrary to truth in going to a priest to be married have 

each of them given out a testimony against themselves for their so doing which is as 

followeth Dear friends I have walked disorderly to truth which I am heartly sorry for I 

may say as the prodigal son said I have sinned against heaven and before you I 

hope these lines may certify you to whom they may come from one that wishes the 

welfare of all those I have done so badly myself Mary Johnson 

Dear Friends I own that I have walked contrary to the truth in joining myself in 

marriage in the way of the world for which I am very sorry and excuse myself but I 

desire of the Lord that he will be pleased to teach me his ways that I who have 

transgressed may be converted unto him and for the time to come I may be so 

careful in ordering my conversation and may be brought into the unity of the truth this 

from one thankfully desiring the welfare of all souls though I have turned aside 

myself;  Mary Hind 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 25th of 2nd month 1720 friends met together and 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 4th month 1720 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 1st of the 6th month 1720 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 7th month 1720 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the 9th month 1720 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 10th month 1720 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 12th month 1720/21 friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 24th of the 2nd month 1721 friends met together 

to wait upon the Lord and felt of his ancient goodness to be amongst us, care being 

taken of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 4th month 1721 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and was well refreshed with his love which he in a plentiful 

manner did dispense to as many as truly trusted in him, praises be given to his name 

for ever and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 5th month 1721 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and withal to record what might be material  William Surgay of 

Farnsfield and Mary Eastwood of Kersall in the parish of Kersall both in the County 

of Nottingham did declare their intentions of joining together in marriage if the Lord 

permit this being the first time.  Ordered from our monthly meeting that Mary Camm 

senior and Martha Smith should enquire into Mary Eastwood’s clearness and to 

bring it next time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 19th of the 6th month 1721 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord The said William Surgay and Mary Eastwood signified the 

confirmation of their aforesaid intentions of joining together in marriage this being the 

second time, they having the consent of parties concerned, the said William Surgay 

having a certificate from Farnsfield monthly meeting concurring with their said 

intentions and he was left to proceed according to a good order of truth 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 9th month 1721 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor being nothing more material to 

record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 10th month 1721 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and a sensible savour of life was felt among us.  Blessed be his 

name which gladded the hearts of the faithful and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 11th month 1721 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 12th month 1721 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and a good savour of life was felt amongst us.  Glory be given to 

his excellent name and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 1st month 1722 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor  

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the 3rd month 1722 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor being nothing more material to 

record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 4th month 1722 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor being nothing more material to 

record 
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At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 6th month 1722 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 6th month 1722 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and he was pleased to own us by giving us a sensible 

feeling of his good presence praises be given to his excellent name, and care was 

taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 9th month 1722 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord an account being taken of collections and care being taken 

of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 10th month 1722 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord an account being taken of collections and care taken of 

the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 12th month 1722 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord an account being taken of collections and care taken of 

the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 1st month 1723 friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord an account being taken of collections and care being taken 

of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 3rd month 1723 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord, care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 4th month 1723 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord, care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 6th month 1723 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord, care being taken of the poor.  Ordered by this monthly meeting 

that Martha Smith and Ruth Alcock speak to Mary Johnson concerning her taking 

undue liberty in keeping company with one who is not in profession with us in order 

to join in marriage with him and to bring an answer to our next monthly meeting 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 5th of the 7th month 1723 friends met together 

to wait upon the Lord an account being taken of collections and care taken of the 

poor 

 

At our monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 3rd of the 7th (8th?) month 1723 friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor. And by order of the last 

monthly meeting Martha Smith and Ruth Alcock spoke to Mary Johnson concerning 

her keeping company with a man who is not in profession with us in order to marry 

with him.  She told them she owed friends love in their care for her but they could not 



34 
 

understand that she was at all inclined to take their advice to draw her mind from him 

upon that 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 9th month 1723 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord an account being taken of collections and care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 2nd of the 10th month friends as usual met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 12th month 1723 and Isaac Kirk of 

Mansfield and Esther Cam of Willoughby both in the county of Nottingham came 

before us and declared their intentions of taking each other in marriage if the Lord 

permit this being the first time and care was taken of the poor and Issac brought a 

certificate from his father and mother which gave account of their willingness and 

Esther’s mother sent one after concerning her willingness to the same 

 

At a monthly meeting held at Kersall the 2nd day of the 1st month 1724 friends met 

together and waited upon the Lord and his condescending love was felt amongst us 

for which we are truly thankful unto him for this his great favour bestowed upon us 

Blessed and praised be his eternal name forever our friends Isaac Kirk and Esther 

Cam before mentioned did appear before us and declared their intentions of taking 

each other in marriage this being the second time and care was taken of the poor 

and it left to accomplish their design according to the good order of truth 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 5th of the 3rd month 1724 friends met together 

to wait upon the Lord and as our usual manner is and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the first of the 4th month 1724 friends as our 

usual manner is met together to wait upon the Lord and he was pleased to own us 

for his children by appearing in the secrets of our hearts so that that that was truly 

hungry was fed with food which he was pleased to give us from heaven which did 

nourish and refresh the souls of all that were truly in profit of him and care was taken 

of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 5th of the 10th month 1725 friends met together 

and took care of the poor 

 

At  monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 12th month 1725 friends met together 

and took care of the poor  Joseph Machon junior of North Collingham in the County 

of Nottingham declared his intentions of joining in marriage with Lydia Ingram of 

Spalding in the County of Lincoln if the Lord permit she signifying the same by 

certificate Her father giving consent to the same by certificate as follows These may 

certify you that I give my free consent that my daughter Lydia Ingram join in marriage 

with a friend Joseph Machon if the Lord permit  These with kind love from your friend 

Herbert Ingram 
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At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 1st of the 1st month 1726 friends as usual met 

together and took care of the poor Joseph Machon signified the continuation of his 

intention in joining in marriage with Lydia Ingram this being the second time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 4th of the 2nd month 1726 friends as usual met 

together to wait upon the Lord.   John Hutchinson of Eagle Hall in the County of 

Lincoln declared his intention of joining in marriage with Mary Cockeram of Graves 

Lane in the County of Nottingham if God permit this being the first time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 6th of the 3rd month 1726 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and John Hutchinson of Eagle Hall did publish his intentions of 

taking Mary Cockerham to wife if the Lord permits this being the second time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 7th of the 4th month 1726 Friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 2nd of the 6th month 1726 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 6th of 7th month 1726 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 5th of the 9th month 1726 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe 6th of the 10th month 1726 Friends as usual met 

together to wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 7th of the 12th month 1726 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care being taken of the poor  Daniel White of Long 

Bennington in the County of Lincoln declared his intention of joining in marriage with 

Mary Shepherdson of North Collingham in the County of Nottingham she signifying 

the same by certificate this being the first time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 7th of the first month 1727 friends as usual 

met together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor  The said Daniel 

White and Mary Sheperson did signify the continuation of their said intention and 

being found clear from all others on said account was left to proceed according to 

the good order of truth 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 4th of the 2nd month 1727 friends as usual met 

together to wait upon the Lord  Joseph Smith junior of North Collingham in the 

County of Nottingham and Susannah Toynby of Waddington in the County of Lincoln 

laid before us their intentions of joining together in marriage this being the first time 
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At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 2nd of the 3rd month 1727 friends as usual met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor  Joseph Smith and 

Susannah Toynby signified the continuation of their intentions being the second time.  

Joseph’s father being present gave this consent  Likewise received a certificate from 

her father and mother wherein did signify that they gave their free consent  So 

finding things clear leave them to complete their said intentions as in the wisdom of 

God and according to the good order of truth may be found meet 

 

At a monthly meeting held at Besthorpe the 13th of the 4th month 1727 Friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord and he was pleased to replenish our hearts with a 

sensible feeling of his love and life for which our souls return him praise for he alone 

is worthy – and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 11th of the 5th month 1729 friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord as usual and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 8th of the 6th month 1727 Friends met 

together and waited upon the Lord and took care of the poor  And the Lord was 

pleased to give us a touch of his love which revived our hearts blessed be his 

powerful name for ever 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 19th of the 7th month 1727 Friends met together 

to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 2nd of the 8th month 1727 Friends as usual 

met together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 6th of the 9th month 1727 Friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor   

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 10th month 1727 Friends met together 

to wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 1st of the 11th month 1727 Friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 5th of the 12th month 1727 Friends as usual met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 4th of the 1st month 1728 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 1st of the 2nd month 1728 Friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 6th of the 3rd month 1728 Friends met together 

as usual to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 10th of the 4th month 1728 Friends met together 

to wait upon the Lord and took care of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 4th of the 5th month 1728 Friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 5th of the 6th month 1728 Friends met together 

as usual to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 9th of the 7th month 1728 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting a Besthorpe the 7th of the 8th month 1728 Friends met together 

to wait upon the Lord there being not much outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 4th of the 9th month 1728 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 2nd of the 10th month 1728 friends as usual met 

together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor being nothing material to 

record 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 6th of the 11th month 1728 Friends met 

together to wait upon the Lord not having much outward business 

 

At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 3rd of the 13th month 1728 friends met together 

and for some time waited upon the Lord and care being taken of the poor.  John 

Marshall of Sutton upon Trent and Sarah Bullivant of Blyth both of the County of 

Nottingham signified their intentions of joining in marriage if God permit this being 

the first time a certificate from Sarah’s mother as followeth  To friends belonging to 

Carlton monthly meeting Dear Friends this may certify whom it may concern that I 

give my consent that John Marshall join in marriage with my daughter Sarah 

Bullivant if God permit Blyth the 14th of the 11th month 1728 Susanna Bullivant 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 3rd of the 1st month 1729 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor and the said John Marshall 

signified the continuation of his intentions of marriage with Sarah Bullivant this being 

the second time 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 7th of the 2nd month 1729 Friends met 

together together to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 
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At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 5th of the 3rd month 1729 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 2nd of the 4th month 1729 Friends met together 

and waited upon the Lord and care was taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Besthorpe the 14th of the 5th month 1729 friends met 

together and according to their usual manner waited upon the Lord and care was 

taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Carlton the 4th of the 6th month 1729 Friends met together 

as usual to wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 

 

At a monthly meeting at Kersall the 8th of the 7th month 1729 Friends met together to 

wait upon the Lord care being taken of the poor 
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friends met together and waited upon the lord  

who did wonderfully appear  

to the great comfort and refreshment of the souls  

of those that were truly bared before him  

and whose desires was sincerely to him  

for the enjoyment of his life-giving presence  

which is more prized and valued by a remnant  

than all outward joys and delights whatsoever 

 

And this we think meet, sometimes, to make mention of  

in our records, that others which may surround us  

may be encouraged and stirred up to diligence  

in waiting upon god  

that they may see how good he is 

 
Trentside Women’s Meeting, 1704 


